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A GREAT MATHEMATICIAN.
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Theve 1s much that is entertaining and a great

doeal that is pedantio and tiresome in this memoir of
the mathematician who, when he was only
twenty-one yoears old und still  an  under-
graduate  at  Dublin, - was made Professor
of asteonomy in the Umiversity and asireaomer
royul of Irelend. The hook is erowded wilk ietters,
many of them of vo possible palilie iuterest, viany
of them wholly unimportant, oxeept to those ekillad
in the science to which Hamilton devoted hialife
Mr. Graves, being npo mathematician hrmself,
has not been able to invest wilh the
charm of scienufic  enthusiasa his reconds
of Hamilton's work; neithor Lza ho sncceeded ln
imparting literary gracos to his chroacle,

Wordsworth oace said that Coleridge and Hamil-
ton were the Lwo most wondeirful men, tuking all
their enlowments together, that he had ever mot,
Hawiltoy, indecd, began to be * wonlderful” at a
very carly age. Al threo years old he conld real
tho Bible: at tour years and five months he wis ne-
complishing the foats thus related by his mother in
@ lotter to her sister:

He is ono of the Mokt su1prIsing children you can
jmagne; it Is searcely credible: te not only reads
well, bat with such nice jundgment and point, that
it would sbame wany who have finished cheir odn-
catlon. His reciting is astonishing, wad hin clear
and accarate kuowldge of grogiaphy i% beyond be-
Jief; he oven draws the eonutries with a pencil on
paper, and will cut them ont, thoagh nut periectly
acearats, ver so well that anybody knowing the
couniries conld mot mistake them: but you will
think tbis potbing woen 1 tell you that he reads
Latin, Greek, and Hebrew! It 1s truly funny to
see the faces some of the Wise Heads put on alter
examinng bun; they st look incredulons; then
tuey look asil hesad itasa parvot wounld; but
after an examination of varions books and various
parts of the shmo hook, anid when sowetimes, to
correcy those who from long neglect 1o read thess
dead langoages huve forgotisn some letters, e puts
whem in—if they say no, be says, * well, buat it 18 s0,”
snd wlen they must agree with Lim, ne suys, “ now
see the advaniage uf attending to what you read M
they stare, thou say that it 1s wrong to let his mind
Yo 80 overstacked. They cannot supnose thut all
this 18 learned by him as play, and that he could ne

B more speak or play as children in generaldo, tima e
jo coald fly. Everytlhg he must have & reason for,
'he thinga at dianer are the diflerent conntrivs of
the world; 1f he wanta his handkerchiel tied rounid
his threat, it is—ploase put this round my Istumus;
1 Lis eye itehes, it is his vast eye or his wost, Ie
rends the Hehipw with points. 1. 11 18 learning it
without, She, being rather incredulons, brought
her book, 15 see the difterence of pronusciation, and
it was the alvantuge of pownts.  She read for
hum, but be got s0 vexed at Ler persevering to pro-
wonnce the words so different!y from what 1t s with
p ints, that ko begau to cry most piteously, and
came snd told me she went to ezsmine him, and
that she knew nothing abont it at nll, that she
called Yer letters wrong, and could unot eay
Hazhamein as it should be saud, or any other part
any more than mdunce.  We had some tronble to
pacify biw, and after that, if bie was asked to reall
Hobrew, be always asked, ‘do you read with
peints?’  DBat Ly this time yon are complelely
¢lred of a mothoer's enthustagm abont ber prodigy of
w s

His devotion to Tlebrew did not prevent him from
wndertaking other Oriental langnages Belore he
wias ten vears old ha was master of all tho-e
angnages except the minor, and eomparatively
provincial ones,  Already a proficient in Sansent
at nine yeurs and nine months he undertook the
stady of Clhinese, That was in IS15and it was
with geeat difiicelty and av much expense (hat the
Dablin solicitor, his lather, prosured the necessary
books in London—* Willy " was not oecnpied only
with these grave stodies ; ho cultivated the Muse as
well. It 1= related that when ealled out of bed by
hus aunt one morning—ibe elild being then six years
snd pine mouths old—hbe gravely responded that
& Thongh Disna had long withdrawn ber pale light
yet that Aunrora had searce unbarred Liar gates, and
therefore he bepgod to be allowed to lie still.” At
fourtecn Lie becams the suthor ol » poem on Society
in which bo recorded Lis eouviction of the superi-
ority of the femule sex o8 entertaining compaulons ;
and this “dropping 1wto postry " he coutinued
more or less throughout s life, Yot with ull these
{ntellectunl exertions the boy remuined a robust nnd
bealthy-minded Lttls fellow, fond of all loyush
exercises, not nnacquainted with rischief, aud tll-
ing Ins little jonrnals with notes ut games and ath-
etic achievemenss as well as with the records of Lis
first experiments in mathematica,

At seventoen he began the independent Inyestiga-
tions which led to bis Theory of Systows of Rays,
thus entering st this early age upon the path of
originul matbematical discovery. From thav time
onward science beoniue lLis muster passion, with re-
sults whieh blave made his uame memorable,
While hardly ut his mujority his remarkable atbain-
meuts aud bis high stund ot the University made
him & oelebrity in Dublin, bor ha maiotaiued then
as ever after a singular modesty and humtlity, The
man bad no aflectations; the smplicity of bis char-
acter was admirable and winning., He had a bovish
oheerfuloess and warm-Lesrtedpess;  witticisms
) sparklod often on the grave carrent of his teaehing ;
o and discussiuns on the posts were bewrd almost as
wach from kis hips as disgaisitions on Astronomy.

Mr. tiraves has preseutod wu this volume far too
many of Hamilon's verses, whick, while aftecting
one, as Wordsworth said, “ as evidences of high.
aud-pore-mindedness, from  which Llumble-minded-
nesa 18 nsuparable,” are still commonplies and a
littlo wearisome at laat, Huwmilton enltivated Lis
poetiesl facuity on vrinciple, The pleasure of
juteuse thonght,” e once wrote to a friend, % is so
groat, the exercise of uwind uflorded by mathemat-
fcal research so delightful, that having ouce [ully
" known, it Is scarce possible ever to resign it.  HBat
£ it Is the very passionnteness of my love for Science

which malkes me fear its unlimited indulgence. |

wonld preserve some other tuste, sowe rival prinei-

ple; 1 would cherish the fondness for classical and

for elegant literature which was early ufused into

me, . . . notin the viin bhupe ol emiience, not

in tho idle aftectation of uuniversul genius, but to

expaud and liberalize my wind, to multiply wnd

. wary it resources, to  guard Dot  agaiust

y the npame but agmost  the reality of
beloe 0 mere mathewatician, For while there
s no one study the exclusive attention to which Las
not a dangerons afiect in the formation of characler
yorhaps, as thers is nous wore fuscinsling so there
is none iu this respect more dangerons than Matne-
mntien,” Wordsworth aad Hamilton were warm
. frisuds, and the mathematician snbutted not a

i few of his verses to the criticism of the peet. The
Jotters in which Wordsworth made thees ciriticisms
are given Ly Mr, Gravea and are amnsing in their
sober consideration of wery indiflerent poetry.
‘Bow ava again they oftor suggestions of mach value
and interest. The two friends found never-failing
enjoyment in their literary discossion, Tuere s an
Interesting aecomnt Ly Eliza May Hamilton, the
mothematiclan's sister, of a vint pard by Words-
‘worth tv the Observatory.

“Mere he comes,” exziaimed Sydney, after we
hu.mv.lmm and wmm{:agtn the
waltl arival, or rather return, for be
hmkrm € oar almonce, and gone out with
-‘I““ Sk and saw walking 9p the
a w @ tall maa, wiih gray hair, a
‘brown cent, and naukesn trousers, on whem Smoke,
onr b}:-k gt::rh:‘d.h-;u jumping opm e wost
manner, means
.!rl-l.‘m p any is wont with
*lu o lew wiwates Wordsworth was in the room
us; * Allow me to introduce my sistera to you,
Mr. Wordswort,” said Willum, and so we wet,
. . Thore wns aslight touch of rusticity and
consiraint about his t gontlemanlin of
manner, whiea 1 1 abesnce of that'etire
oase of manner toward strangers which always
teoads to do uway my sympathy with any mind, par-
tienlaviy w gilted oue: Lue uuﬂhlndm did and
saul wn ua'hd-d simplicivy and diguity apd

us noy

with any degres 5
whowm he xmw’u good ut{::ll.
one Who met every udvance
witha ready and attractive
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